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Recap. 

I. The Rapture in I Thes.

A. Recapitulation: The Rapture and the Revelation

B. The Rapture:

1. I Thes. 1:9, 10 
– 
The People, Promise, Possibility and Purpose of His Return.

2. I Thes. 2:19-20 
– 
The Anticipation of the believers and the Apostles’ hope: their Joy, Crown and Glory.

3. I Thes. 3:11-13 
– 
Paul’s Personal Address, Prayer and Projected end.

4. I Thes. 4:13-18 
– The Key Passage of The Rapture
5. I Thes. 5:23, 24
– The God of Peace Guarantees and Paul’s Prayer for Preservation.

II. The Revelation in I Thes. 

Paul introduced a new Aspect of the Lord’s Advent here. He covers a wider scope from the Rapture even to after the Revelation, namely, the day of the Lord, emphasizing the unpredictability of the time of the Lord’s Return.

A. In I Thes.  5:1-3

Times and seasons refers to the ages (chronos) and events (kairos) in God’s Plan and Programme. I Thes. 5:1
The phrase is used only twice in 

· Dan. 2:21 
- he changeth the times and the seasons: he removeth kings, and setteth up kings…

With reference to Nebuchadnezzar’s dream re: the kingdoms of the world to Christ’s Millennial Kingdom

· Acts 1:6, 7
- Lord, wilt thou at this time restore again the kingdom to Israel? 
It is not for you to know the times or the seasons, which the Father hath put in his own power.

Re: Israel’s restoration and the coming Millennial Kingdom: 

Thus, God has a Plan and a Programme and the Day of the Lord is in God’s Plan and they would know it well because He would have already revealed it through the prophets.
Cf. Dan. 2:21

1. The Day of the Lord –
I Thes. 5:1, 2-4
· A future Period of time when God will intervene in the affairs of man more directly and dramatically.

· Old Testament Prophets referred to it frequently, as: Isa. 13:9-11; Joel 2:28-32; Zeph. 1:14-18; 3:14-15
a. The Prophetic Period: the day of the Lord so cometh… as a thief in the night
I Thes. 5:2

i. It is any period from the time the Lord Cometh (just after the Rapture)
{I Thes. 5:2

To the Conclusion of the Millennial Reign of Christ.
{Rev. 20:7ff
ii. It includes the period of Judgment on Jews and Gentiles alike (Great Tribulation).
Zech. 14:1-7; 

As well as a time of Justice and Blessing 
Zech. 14:8-15; Zeph. 3:9-20

When the Lord will reign in peace and all nations come to Jerusalem to worship Him
Zech. 14:16-21


See also Isa. 13:9-11; Joel 2:28-32; Zeph. 1:14-18; Rev. Chs. 6-19

iii. It also refers to any period of time, however long or short, that involves God’s direct judgment on the world.  

b. World Conditions appear to be Calm but suddenly they will turn Chaotic and Calamitous. I Thes. 5:3a

For when they shall say, Peace and safety; then sudden destruction cometh upon them.

i. Note the change of pronouns “they” not to include Paul and the believers.


ii. Ct. the “we” of the Rapture: we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together. I Thes. 4:15, 17

c. The Signs can be Seen, but the exact moment will be Sudden.
I Thes. 5:3b

Then sudden destruction cometh upon them, as travail upon a woman with child; and they shall not escape.

i. The Signs of the travail are there to indicate the beginnings of Sorrows.
Cf. Mk. 13:8; Mt. 24:8
“travail” and “sorrows” are the same Greek word, odin.

Before she travailed, she brought forth…see whether a man doth travail with child? Cf. Isa. 66:7-10; Jer. 30:6, 7

ii. The Suddenness of the Dawning of the Day of the Lord’s wrath will Surprise “them” and none will escape. 

2. Darkness and Light contrasted.
I Thes. 5:4-12

a. “Ye” and “we” are not in darkness. The day should not Surprise them like a thief. They are in the light. 5:4, 5. NIV
b. They should not Sleep. They should watch for the Signs.
5:6-8

i. Some among them are already aSleep (koimao = dead), as in 
I Thes. 4:13-15
ii. They should not Sleep (katheudo = to lie down, fall asleep) as those unbelievers of the “night”. 
5:6, 7

iii. They should be Sober (nepho = abstain from wine) and Sensitive to Signs, not drunken.
5:6, 7, 8

· Put on the breastplate of faith and love – let your Heart have Faith in God and have Love for others.

· Put on an helmet, the hope of salvation – let your Head have the Hope that will see your full Salvation.

Cf. Now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; and the greatest of these is love.
 I Cor. 13:13, NRSV
c. They are not Destined unto God’s wrath – they will be saved from that Day
I Thes. 5:9, 10, NRSV
“Wrath” is the Day of the Lord in the context of I Thes. 5:2
i. Their Status: they have obtained Salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ Who Died for them 

ii. Their State: whether awake (gregoreuo = vigilant, watchful) or asleep (katheudo, as 5: 6, 7)…
5:10

iii. Their Situation: they will not go through that Day – God hath not appointed us to wrath
5:9

d. It is for this Cause they can Comfort and Encourage themselves and Edify one another.
5:11 cf. 4:18

Conclusion:
In I Thes. 5 the Rapture begins the Day of the Lord. Christians therefore need not fear the events of the Day re: the Wrath of the Great Tribulation as their appointment is unto the meeting the Lord in the air.

III. The Revelation in II Thes. 

B. In II Thes.  1:7-12

To those who are Anxious rest Assured that that Day has not Dawned, 


II Thes. 1:7

because the Lord Jesus has yet to be revealed. 

1. The Revelation of Jesus Christ – when the Lord Jesus shall be revealed.
II Thes. 1:7

a. Angels will Accompany Him – when the Lord Jesus shall be revealed…with His mighty angels
1:7c

i. Then shall appear the sign of the Son of man in heaven…and He shall send His angels.
Cf. Mt. 24:30, 31

ii. When the Son of man shall come in His glory, and all the holy angels with Him.
Mt 25:31

b. The Glorified Saints will be by His Side – When He shall come to be glorified in His saints. 
1:10a
i. The O.T. Saints will come with Him.


Note: Earlier they rose after Him. They also did not die in Him, ct. them…which sleep in Jesus. I Thes. 5:14

[many bodies of the saints which slept arose, and came out of the graves after His resurrection. Mt. 27:52, 53

· Behold, the Lord cometh with ten thousands of his saints
Jude 1:14b
· The LORD my God shall come, and all the saints with Thee. 
Cf. Zech. 14:5
ii. The N.T. Saints (the Church) will come with Him.

Cf. Rev. 19:14, 15

The armies which were in heaven followed Him upon white horses, clothed in fine linen, 
white and clean. Cf. His wife hath made herself ready… arrayed in fine linen, clean and white. (19:8)

· They are all those who have believed.
1:10b, NIV
· This includes you (the Thessalonian believers) because you believed our testimony to you.
1:10c, NIV
c. The Lord will come in Glory and the vengeance of God will fall on those who reject the Gospel:
1:8, 9
i. The Person Coming – the Lord Jesus, the Son of man.
1:7b, Mt. 24:30b, 31

ii. The Purpose of His Coming – to execute judgment upon all:
II Thes. 1:8, 9 cf. Jude 15

· The People: them that know not God; those who obey not the Gospel.
Cf. Rom 1:18-32; Jn. 3:36


· The Penalty: punished (dike), literally “they will pay a penalty”.

· The Perpetuity: everlasting destruction – neither temporary nor…annihilation…throughout eternity

· Separated from the Lord’s Presence: (lit., “face”) is the essence of eternal punishment.

· And the majesty of His Power: is the visible splendor of the Lord’s presence. The Lord’s power will be manifest in a majestic display (cf. Rev. 19:11-16). Unbelievers will be forever shut out from the Lord’s presence and His power.
Cf. Jude 15, Rev. 19:15; Mt. 24:22

d. Paul’s and the apostles’ Prayer for the Thessalonian believers until Christ is Revealed: 

1:11, 12, 
i. That our God may Count you worthy of His Calling,
NIV

ii. That by His Power He may fulfill every good Purpose of yours and every act Prompted by your faith.

iii. That they may fulfil the Good pleasure of God’s Calling and Goodness and that the Lord Jesus Christ

may be Glorified in them according to the Grace given to them by God and the Lord Jesus Christ.

C. In II Thes.  2:1-12

1.
The Revelation of Jesus Christ – when the Lord Jesus shall be revealed
See #B.1 above

2. The Revelation of Antichrist.
II Thes. 2:1-12

a. The Clarification of the Confusion.
2:1-3a
i. Re: the Day of Christ (KJV) should read the day of the Lord.
Cf. NRSV, NIV

ii. Re: the Deception as attributed to Paul that the day of the Lord has already come.
2:2, NIV

· Paul had Taught the Thessalonian believers about:
cf. 2:5

· the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, and by our gathering together unto Him;
2:1 cf. I Thes. 4:13ff

· the day of the Lord [that] will come as a thief in the night;

I Thes. 5:1ff cf. II Pet. 3:10

· They should not be Troubled by certain Revelation, 
[spirit, KJV; prophecy, NIV]


Report or letter Received supposedly from Paul that the day of the Lord has already come.
2:2, NIV


Do not be Deceived:

iii. Re: the Dawning of the Day of the Lord – three events must first happen.
2:3 -7

b. The Coming Events preceding the Day of the Lord. There will first be…

2:3b-7
i. The Rebellion:  for that day will not come unless the rebellion comes first
2:3a, NRSV, cf. II Tim. 4:1

ii. The Revelation of the Man of Sin – and the lawless one is revealed
2:3b, NRSV

He is also the Son of Perdition (KJV) – the one Destined/Doomed for Destruction 
(NRSV/NIV)


iii. The Removal of the Restraint against Lawlessness.
2:6, 7, NRSV

c. The Career of the Man of Sin who will be revealed.
2:4-12
i. He Poses himself as God in the Temple and Opposes all that God is.
2:4 cf. Rev. 13:5-8

ii. He has Power to deceive the People:
2:9

· He is empowered by Satan to Perform signs and lying wonders.
2:9

· He is aided by the People’s willingness to be deceived rather than receive the truth.
2:10

· God adds to their Pleasure in unrighteousness by giving them strong delusion.
2:11, 12

iii. However, at this time, his Potential is restrained but he will be revealed in his time.
2:6, 7a

Who/What is this Restrainer?

a. The “Force” or Restrainer – Roman Empire? Human Governments? Satan? Holy Spirit?
b. The Facts: katechon in 2:6 is neuter, thus,“what withholdeth”. Cf. John 14:26; 15:26; 16:13-14.

ho katechon in 2:7 are masculine:  who now restrains

NRSV

Cf. The Restraining work of the Holy Spirit in the world now.

Gen 6:3a


Cf. when He is come, He will reprove the world of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment
Jn. 16:8

When the Church is Raptured so is the Removal of the Indwelling Spirit!
Cf. I Cor. 3:16

iv. Finally when the Restrainer is Removed, then he will be fully Revealed.
2:7b, 8

d. The Coming of the Lord Jesus Christ. (Note: it is the Revelation and not Rapture)
2:8
i. The Revelation of the Lawless one will Result in the Revelation of the Lord Jesus 


from heaven to Rescue His own elect Later.
2:8

Then the lawless one will be revealed, whom the Lord Jesus will…destroy by…His coming.

When the Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven
1:7 (-10); Mt. 24: 30, 31
ii. The Coming of the Lord will then Consume the Lawless one.
2:8

· with the Breath of his mouth…(with the spirit of his mouth, KJV)
2:8, NRSV
· with the Brightness of his coming
2:8, KJV
3. The Conclusion by Paul and the Apostles.
2:13-17

This section (2:13-17) forms a transition between Paul’s teaching on the Day of the Lord 
2:1-12
and his exhortations for present living in view of that day 
3:1-15
a. Their Thanksgiving: 
2:13-15

i. The Thessalonian believers were chosen of God for Salvation unto Sanctification.
2:13

ii. Through their Gospel they were led to obtain the Glory of the Lord Jesus Christ.
2:14

iii. Therefore, they were to stand Fast and Firmly hold on to what had been taught them.
2:15

b. Their Tribute to the Lord and God, their Father.
2:16, 17

i. He Who had given them everlasting Consolation and Good Hope through Grace

ii. Now Comfort their hearts, Consolidate their Word and Work until Christ Comes again. Amen

Conclusion: 
Chapter 3 contains Paul’s exhortations to the Thessalonian Christians for present living 

in view of the Rapture and the Revelation.

II Thes. 3:5
Visit: www.berita-bethel-ung.com for a full and complete outline.
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